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[MUSICAL INTRO]
From the University Writing Center at the University of Texas at Austin…
How We Write.
 
[INTERVIEW]
00:00:21 KRISTIN
OK. Well, Michelle, it's a pleasure to have you here. My name is Kristin Gilger. I'm the Graduate Services coordinator at the University Writing Center at University of Texas at Austin. And we are talking today from the Hyatt Regency Hotel in Baltimore, MD, at the 2023 IWCA conference. So why don't you just get us started by telling us a little bit more about yourself, your institution, and anything that you'd like to share?
00:00:49 MICHELLE
Sounds like a plan. So my name is Michelle Boyd Waters and I'm the graduate student, assistant director at the OU Writing Center, which is University of Oklahoma. So a little far from home right now. Before I started my PhD and before I discovered writing centers, I was a high school and middle school English teacher for 10 years, and so discovering writing centers is kind of like a godsend. Like it opened my eyes like if I’d only known this 10 years ago. So yeah, I've been very excited about discovering writing centers and very happy to be here. And I've already met some people that can serve as resources that I can learn from as I travel this road.
00:01:36 KRISTIN
What are some of the things that you like about writing centers and writing center work?
00:01:40 MICHELLE
I love being able to sit next to people and talk to them about writing. I could do that all day long. As a matter of fact, I get paid to do that all day long on a couple of days a week.
00:01:53 MICHELLE
It all kind of goes back to having a student in class who was a good writer but didn't think he was a good writer, told me: “I never. I never knew I was a writer because I don't remember to capitalize. I don't remember to punctuate, and I don't know what a semi colon is.” I’m thinking so you're not a very good editor yet. We can work with that, but you can write. I had evidence right in front of me that this child could write. And so in the context of my school, I started a writers group and tried to make the thing happen. Kids were involved and I tried and I just didn't know what I was doing. And so when a friend recommended I apply for the writing center job and I got it, and then was introduced to writing center pedagogy, it was an answer to what I'd been seeking.
00:02:49 KRISTIN
Wonderful. OK, well, so this is the podcast about how we write. So you've spoken beautifully about how you help other people see themselves as writers. I'm wondering if there was a particular moment in your own life where you started to really think of yourself as a writer?
00:03:06 MICHELLE
People have been working with me on that for literally decades.
00:03:11 MICHELLE
The very first moment I kind of in retrospect, saw myself as a writer, kind of embodied a being, a writer, even though I didn't necessarily know what that that was what it was. My mother had this typewriter, and it was a teal green or like turquoise color typewriter with white keys and black letters and she pulled it out one day and was wanting to write a letter. And I was fascinated because I like pushing buttons. But anyway, I asked her if I could play with and she's like, yeah, OK, fine. So I'm sitting there -- It had ribbon at the time, so ribbons run out, but she let me play with it. And I, you know, hit letters and made stuff on the page. And it wasn't anything. Well, the next time she pulled it out and wrote a letter and I asked to play with it, she said. “You can only play with it if you actually write something.” I'm like, OK, I can work with that. I think I was like six or seven years old. Maybe second grade, old enough to be able to write some sentences.
00:04:11 MICHELLE
I just remember writing out like a couple of pages of a little story had something to do with, like a forest in a house, and I don't even know. And so I typed that up and then I got some construction paper and drew a cover and then hole punched it and put some brads in it. And like, self-published my first book without having any idea what I was doing at the time.
00:04:40 MICHELLE
And then in the third grade, the teacher asked us to write a poem about the world's tallest building, so I wrote a poem. No big deal. Sometime later, she pulled me aside outside of class and said that she had taken my poem to the 6th grade teachers because she thought it was so good. She took it to the 6th grade teachers and they thought it was good too. And as a third grader I was like, yeah, OK that was weird. Why did you take my phone to the 6th grade teacher?
00:05:12 KRISTIN
But what a compliment!
00:05:15 MICHELLE
But I didn't know that at the time. I was just like, OK, that's weird. I get to 6th grade. I'm like, wait a second. I know so much more about writing now and these teachers that I'm in their class now though like third grade poem is good? What does that mean? My 6th grade teacher encouraged me to write. She had us do all of us write a poem in response to a PTA prompt. “What sparks your imagination?” And my mother and I had this conversation like a few months ago. I think it was. I didn't win the state contest. Somebody else who I later met in high school, incidentally, but somebody else won that contest and the teacher pulled my mom aside at one point in time and said the reason why MICHELLE didn't win that contest is because the judges thought she couldn't have written it. And what? Like I could Google it. Because this is before Google. This is like before everybody had the Internet.
00:06:22 MICHELLE
So the teacher who watched me write the poem in class, it never left class, was angry about this, and all I know is that when we had, like our awards assembly or something at the end of the year, I got a trophy for first place in poetry.
00:06:37 KRISTIN
Aw, that's amazing.
00:06:39 MICHELLE
Yes, she took care of me. She was mad and was like “I'm gonna do something about this”.
00:06:44 KRISTIN
That's really incredible that you were being seen and recognized for your writing at such an early age. That doesn't always happen, to get that kind of positive reinforcement and encouragement.
00:06:53 MICHELLE
So I just continued with that and then in the 7th grade I had another English teacher; you see where this is going. Who told me at the end of the year that she liked the way I wrote and that she wanted me to sign up for the yearbook staff next year. Well, I was a shy, quiet, introverted child who was afraid of my own shadow. And you know, bookish and writing and all the things.
00:07:12 MICHELLE
And so when we received the registration forms for next year’s classes, I remember it was on this yellow paper and I looked for the part about yearbook and it said “advisor approval required”, and I was like “no, I'm not going to go to some strange teachers classroom and ask her to sign this paper”. She didn't know me. What? Does she bite? I mean, this could hurt. This could be bad. And so I signed up for drafting class instead. Fast forward to the first day of 8th grade and office aide shows up to the portable building we were in, hands a note to the teacher and the teacher, says “Michelle. You need to go to the office.” Like I'm getting called at the principal's office on the first day of 8th grade. What in the world?
00:07:54 MICHELLE
So I'm freaking out all the way to the office. I get in there. My 7th grade English teacher is in there. The principal's in there. The registrar is in there. The yearbook advisor is in there, and they had one message. We want you on yearbook staff and we want you to sign up now so we can change your schedule.
00:08:17 KRISTIN
It's like they stage an intervention like, no, you are so good at this that you cannot not do this.
00:08:22 MICHELLE
Yeah. And I'm just like, what in the world? And so I thought, you know, if I don't do this or if I do this, what do I have to lose? So why not?
00:08:33 MICHELLE
So I signed up for yearbook staff, made friends. We ate lunch together because yearbook was right before lunch and got to put words on the paper and put it into the book and then you know, there used to be a picture floating around and me sitting in front of the computer. This was before computers were a thing. So I'm in the computer typing up something related to the yearbook.
00:08:54 KRISTIN
Probably an old IBM, I remember, yeah.
00:09:01 MICHELLE
And then at the end of the 8th grade year, when I was going to 9th grade, it was at a junior high and they had a newspaper staff. I'm like, do I want to sign up for newspaper, do I want to stay at the yearbook? And I'm thinking so you see grown-ups working for newspapers. You don't see grownups working for yearbooks. And I didn't realize the yearbook magazine connection at the time.
00:09:24 MICHELLE
But I thought, you know, what would it hurt to try? Newspaper if I don't like it, then I can always go back to yearbook. Well, I fell in love with newspaper because you know your book, you get to see your publication once a year, right? Newspaper it was every month.
00:09:36 KRISTIN
The turn around is so fast.
00:09:38 MICHELLE
Yeah. So we're in there. We're writing stories. We're collaborating together. We have the exacto knives, we have wax machines and...
00:09:48 KRISTIN
Get to do some design...
00:09:51 MICHELLE
Yes, yes and learn layout and just all the things and it was just such a collaborative effort and spirit and, you know, learning new things about writing. And I just absolutely loved it. So I was on newspaper staff all the way through high school served as the opinion editor of my final year and then went to college to major in journalism. And I remember thinking, I'm going to spend the first year just focusing on my studies and learning how to study and how to be a better student than I was in high school because I wasn't always motivated.
00:10:29 MICHELLE
And so I get to college and it's two weeks in and I'm like, I'm missing newspaper. I can't remember if we had an issue out yet or not. But I was seriously missing newspaper. So I climbed out of my introverted box and I went to the advisor of the newspaper and I sat down and I told him who I was and what I had done and that I really loved to write some articles for the paper if they had anything. And he said sure.
00:11:08 MICHELLE
And he said we have a story on the dormitory that's being renovated. You can go, like, interview. I think I interviewed the President of the university and like some other people and just go interview these people and write up a story and we'll see what we can do.
00:11:20 MICHELLE
So I did those things and the next Wednesday that the paper came out. I pick it up and my story, front page banner headline picture, my byline and I was sold, yes. So I served on the newspaper during my entire collegiate career and then it was like 1993, I think I started doing my internship with the local newspaper and just never left. They were paying me. It's like, hey, I got to cover the police beat. So I was out, you know, seeing things that I'd never seen before, but in a kind of from a distance.
00:12:04 MICHELLE
In retrospect, I would rethink some things. But you know I'm older than I. I know better now, but I really enjoyed being able to tell other people's stories because at that time I didn't think I had a story. I love writing. I love hearing stories. I didn't think I had one, and so I would interview people and interview the ladies at the church who were baking kolaches every year for the kolache Festival in Prague, Oklahoma. I interviewed the people who just lost their house in a fire. My car got stuck on the highway after an accident scene that I was covering because my battery died and I walked to a house with my little radio in hand and my badge from the new start. Thinking I'm just going to go knock it because after dark. I’m gonna go knock on this door and hope they don't kill me.
00:12:55 MICHELLE
Somebody will miss me. I'm somebody official. My car is stuck. Can I use your phone and I walk in there and there's all this Native American artwork everywhere. And I'm like oh wow--- this is y’all’s, and they’re like yeah, we create this. The lady had a master's degree in art from the University of Oklahoma, and the guy was just, you know, an artist or something and ended up doing a story over their work later. It's like everybody has a story, you never know.
00:13:18 KRISTIN
And there is a story to be found almost everywhere.
00:13:22 MICHELLE
Yes. Yeah.
00:13:24 MICHELLE
And there was another incident where, not incident, but situation I guess I was covering the International Finals Youth Rodeo all week long, interviewing barrel raisers and bull riders and all the people, and it was the last one of the last days and I was interviewing a barrel racer and her story was the same as everybody else's: I've been riding horses since before I could walk. I've grown up with this, I ride every day and I love it and yadda yadda. And I'm thinking I have about a four-inch story and it's going to be the most boring thing on the face of the planet.
00:13:56 MICHELLE
And so in wrapping up my interview, I asked her is there anything else that you would like to add? And she looked thoughtful for a moment, and she said, well, I don't know if this is important or not, but my horse is blind in one eye. Like what? Talk about burying the lead.
00:14:12 MICHELLE
And so it ends up being a much larger story. And it was, you know, like on the first page of the section. And I'm just like, where did that come from? If I had not asked that question I would have not known that story. She was hiding a story.
00:14:27 KRISTIN
Those kinds of abilities must transfer so well into the writing center, you know, just, you know, being very in tune with people and being very perceptive and asking questions and then being persistent. Even if those answers or that engagement with the questions isn't immediate.
00:14:44 MICHELLE
Yes, yes and just being able kind of feeling the situation and feeling when the writer you know, you ask them a question or you know, you make an observation and they freeze and you're like, OK, something just happened and we need to back up and find out what's going on.
00:15:01 MICHELLE
Just like that kid who when I had read his essay and I'd given them a scale to kind of score themselves. You know, if you feel like you could teach this to somebody else, it's a four. If you feel like you're confused, it's a 2. If you don't know what you're doing, it's a one. And this one student who wrote that really amazing essay had given himself twos. And so I asked him, you know, why did you give yourself the twos and he just froze. And I'm like, OK, this I don't know. So I showed him that I'd given him fours because clearly he knew what he was doing but I later asked him about that and he said...
00:15:49 KRISTIN
Where did this gap come from?
MICHELLE
Yeah. Well, I never knew I was a writer, because of the, you know, punctuation and the spelling and all of that, and I'm just like what? And so it's kind of been my mission to help students see that they have stories and that they are writers, and then the writing center has given me the pedagogy and the research that I need in order to be more effective in not only helping them see that they have a story, but then also helping them tell that story.
00:16:15 KRISTIN
We'll bring us up to today, like, are you still doing your own writing? Are you still doing news writing that, you know, is there a particular genre that you find yourself going to?
00:16:35 MICHELLE
I'm really loving personal narratives. So the story about getting called to the principal's office on the 8th grade, I ended up turning that into a personal narrative essay where I just explode that moment. It was like, you know, maybe 5 minutes to 30 minutes. But really that walk from the office or from the portable building to the office, I kind of throw in, you know, I'm just walking along. It's hot outside the building. Looks like that. There's dust. I feel like I'm going to die and, you know, and what is going on in my head and just really kind of giving voice to that. And um, I'm one of those people that kind of have that narrative going in my head, so it's just a matter of getting my voice started in terms of thinking about what it is that happened and just narrating it in my head and then just letting down with the voice says.
00:17:24 KRISTIN
I was going to say you have a remarkable memory for detail, so you know, tell us a little bit more about your process in writing these personal narratives, kind of inhabit the memory and the moment. And as you said, just kind of try to capture things on the page and then rework them? Tell us more about that.
00:17:50 MICHELLE
I would like to say that I have this, you know, scientific well thought out process that I can put on my Google Calendar, which I tried to do and sometimes that works. But sometimes it's just a matter of the mood strikes me, and it's 3:00 AM and the left side of my brain has gone to bed and the right side says “Oh, Let's party! Where's, where's the computer?” And then I can finally just hear that voice and get that out.  And sometimes it takes somebody asking me these questions, and then the whole thing comes out.
KRISTIN
Yeah, just kind of shakes things loose a little.
00:18:20 MICHELLE
But yeah, I can. Usually you know-- one good thing about the newspaper experience was that I can absolutely write on deadlines. Some people are like, oh yeah, I write better at the end. And you're like, yeah. No, you don't. I really can sometimes write better at the last minute. Now I try to build in my own deadlines so that the last minute is my last minute, not the real last minute.
KRISTIN
Right, right, right, right.
MICHELLE
Sometimes you have to be smarter than your brain.
00:18:48 MICHELLE
But for the most part, it's listening to that voice and then just writing down whatever is there and then kind of building back, you know, I'll work on this one little scene, and then I'll go build the other scene and the next one and then move things around, which is what I love about writing on computers is you can move things around.
00:19:11 MICHELLE
And then one of the things that kind of bothers me about news writing is that it's introverted, not introverted, inverted pyramid. And so all the important information--who, what, when, where, why and how--goes at the top and then need to go down to the bottom until you run out of stuff and then you're done, right. So then now I'm like, OK, how do you write a conclusion?
00:19:30 KRISTIN
You just stop! You run out of paper.
MICHELLE
So I'm better at it now though because, especially if I include like an extended metaphor or if I'm, you know, start with a particular scene and want to go back around to that scene and or if I want to kind of tie it into something in the future.
00:19:55 MICHELLE
I feel like I've written some conclusions that are a lot better than what I've done in the past, but I also have beta readers who help me, so we have writing groups that I've started with people in various areas and you know, I have my mom who still edits my stuff and notices the mistakes and things not in a negative way, but just she's there to help me see the things that didn't jump out at me because I've been looking at it for hours.
KRISTIN
Fresh pair of eyes.
00:20:25 MICHELLE
Exactly. So she does really good with that. And then, like the essay that I wrote about the long walk to the principal's office, I've written about 3 or 4 versions of that, and I actually used-- I wrote that with my students. I had assigned them a personal narrative, and then I opened up my Google Doc and just started writing mine. And they're like, what are you doing? Like, I'm doing your assignment.
00: KRISTIN
Yeah, students love that.
00:20:51 MICHELLE
And so I just did it with them and then talked to them about what I had done. And you know how they could apply that to what they were doing. And then at the end of it, I gave them commenting rights at the Google Doc and asked them to make some comments on my work. And there a couple places where they suggested I added more detail. And somebody says they really liked one spot because I was talking about being quiet and shy and afraid of my own shadow, and this kid was like, yeah, me too.
00:21:12 MICHELLE
My process---just kind of, I follow my brain and I follow what I know is good writing process in terms of you know just putting crap on the paper to begin with and then we'll work with that and then get other people to look at it and ask questions and making sure I'm thinking about who my audience is actually going to be. I know I wrote it up for my students to model the exploding the moment process and then I think it was a paint write class I was asked to do a kind of a personal narrative or included something, and I looked back over and thought, OK, there's some changes that need to be made in this thing. And so I did another revision and cleaned it up. I'd been a little bit verbose in some places and so cleaned that up and then kind of made it a little metacognitive by saying that the reason I was writing it is because my professor making me do it or something along that line and so revised it for that purpose. And then I'll probably revise it again.
00:22:15 KRISTIN
That's the process. So we are a few years out from the worst part of COVID, right, and COVID had different meanings and different consequences for everyone, and we were hoping maybe you could tell us about, you know, if the shut down, COVID, the restrictions on travel, you know, the lack of in person contact: did it affect your writing in any way or your creative process?
00:22:50 MICHELLE
I had been a high school English teacher from 2011 until then and so that meant, you know, 6 hours a day. I had to be on. I had to be, you know, in presentation mode and classroom management mode and all the things, and then you come home and you grade and you lesson plan and you do all these things. And while I was writing during that time, I really felt like I kind of struggled with writing because just all the things.
00:23:17 KRISTIN
And you’re depleted. All of those things that you listed takes so much energy and attention.
MICHELLE
Yes, yes. And so the pandemic hit and I'm, like, stuck in my home on my computer, waiting for kids to show up to, you know, ask for help. And I'm like, I can write.
00:23:34 MICHELLE
So I started writing and what was weird though was I couldn't read. Like before then I could just bury myself in a book. But with whatever was going on, the emotional impact or cognitive impact of this, this big pandemic this 100 year pandemic, which the one exception is I was able to read about the 1918 pandemic. So I read about that. The way I had previously just buried myself in books, just lost myself in them. I couldn't do that. And so I wrote.
00:24:16 KRISTIN
So you could pour out but you couldn’t take in, in that moment? It's really interesting.
MICHELLE
Exactly, exactly. There's probably some sort of psychological study in there.
00:24:29 KRISTIN
Well, so you were saying that-- and so how long have you been at your writing center? Like, was that COVID time where you…so you were teaching high school English, the pandemic hit, walk us through that transition because it sounds like maybe you went to writing center work kind of in or shortly after the pandemic?
00:24:52 MICHELLE
So I started my writing group or writers group in my school, probably around 2017.
KRISTIN
OK, OK.
00:25:00 MICHELLE
And then just kind of continued with that until I left that school in 2021, and then I graduated with my Master’s degree in instructional leadership and academic curriculum with a concentration in English Education.
00:24:39 MICHELLE
Took me about five years to spit that out. I graduated in December of 2021. And my plan was to stay in secondary education and keep working, and enact what I had learned for a little while longer and then go get my PhD. But my advisor had other ideas and asked me to be the Oklahoma writing project graduate assistant and I'm like, OK, well, I can't do that and work at the school at the same time. But having just a .25 GA ship is not going to be enough. I need to have the tuition waiver and the additional income. And so he made me his GA too. I'm like, OK, so. I left.
00:25:25 KRISTIN
Piecing together employment, like academics often do.
00:26:05 MICHELLE
Exactly. He did that. I left teaching and became a full-time PhD student and worked with OWP and worked on a project with him and somebody else, and then a friend of mine who was part of my writing group, my writers’ group that I had in college, she's a PhD student and there are a couple of others that were in the group. I was the only Master’s student. She invited me probably around 2018, ’19, maybe even ‘17, I don't know, but I've been in the group with her for a long time and listening to all the, you know, phenomenological study, things that I'm just like, I have no idea what they're talking about. But you know, they're looking at my writing and helping me, so I'm not going to get too much into the imposter syndrome.
00:26:52 MICHELLE
But she suggested that I apply for a work at the writing center and I had visited it once and enjoyed sitting down with somebody that had been in one of my English Ed classes and talking to her about some fiction that I was attempting to write at the time. And she gave me some really good advice. I'm like, OK, that works. And so I thought, yeah, I would like to try that again.
 
00:27:20 MICHELLE
And maybe try to work there. And so I applied and I got the job and I walked in and it was so welcoming. And, you know, people half my age were like, hey, so glad to see you. I'm like, hey, you know, and it was just--And then just getting to sit next to people and talk to them about writing. And I remember the very first consultation I did, a fellow student and writing consultant named Maria was the person who was observing my first consultation. So I sat down next to the writer, found out what she was working on and what she needed help with and gave her some advice and you know, talk did all the writing center things and then afterwards went to -- I can't even think of the word now, but talk to Maria about how that would reflect on the process and cried. And Maria says I can tell you really love this. And that's when I cried because I feel like, yeah, I feel seen in a writing center, I feel seen here. Ant that’s really what it is: I feel seen in a writing center.
00:28:10 KRISTIN
Yeah, that's so great. So in your kind of growth and turns and development as a writer, have there been any like rituals or beliefs about writing that you've had to let go of?
00:28:27 MICHELLE
I have had to let go of journalistic writing. Oh my gosh, I felt like it took me 10 years to deprogram myself from that objective inverted pyramid and to be able to hear my own voice. And I mean, I know learning that was important and learning how to do the research behind all of that was important and it was a very important experience for me.
00:28:55 MICHELLE
It took me a long time to be able to find my voice. It was funny. I had a student ask me, “So Miss Waters, have you ever had writers block?” And I said yes. And he said, “For how long?” and I said “About ten years,” and they were like “What?!” That was why-- it hid my voice. And so it took me a long time to be able to hear myself and value what I had to say, value that voice in my head and see that and what I wrote as part of a genre
00:29:25 KRISTIN
That's really interesting. I mean, part of me wants to say, well, you have a voice in any kind of writing because you're choosing the words. You're choosing the syntactical constructions, you're choosing like the subjects and verbs. Right? But that sense of reporting and that like that pressure to be concise and succinct...
00:29:43 MICHELLE
I had to put my reporter hat on. So it was like, reporter self. My reporter hat. I go and do interview the people including, you know, the homicide detective who'd look at me like he knew where I buried the bodies. And I’m like, “I haven’t buried anybody, I promise.” It was like, I would pull a template that I had in my brain and just fill in the fill in the spaces. I remember the first--
00:30:06 KRISTIN
Programmatic, I mean you said deprogram but like yeah you had these kind of go-to moves and you kinda knew what the piece would look like and the structure it would follow and did it feel like a kind of plug-and-play type of thing where, OK you're gathering new information and data and the story but in terms of structure and format...? Did you find yourself returning to the--if not the same one, similar?
00:30:32 MICHELLE
I mean, you have your news stories, your great news stories, you have your feature stories, you have your editorial, and they all kind of have a formula. And I remember the very first news article that I did for the city newspaper. It was about an accident. And it was a really bad one, and I'm trying to figure out, do I talk about who do I start with? What do I start with? Where? I mean, I've got all these pieces, but where do I put them? And so I went back to where we kept the newspaper clippings, which we called the morgue, which is kind of bad in retrospect.
00:31:02 MICHELLE
I went back there and pulled out the filing cabinet and found the articles that were written by the other reporter who was training me, and found one that was very similar to what happened and looked at what she did, which did she start with who or what or where, and then just plugged it in. And then I got to where, you know, all of that was kind of pre- programmed in my head. So whenever something happened, I would just know where to put everything.
00:31:30 MICHELLE
The main problem I had at that point is like when my editor would yell across the room, “Michelle, I think you got a truckload of ‘thats’ again. Would you go get rid of some of these?” I still have people, when they read my stuff, will say, “OK, the first thing I did is just do a control H and see where all your ‘thats’ are and which ones need to be gotten rid of.” So now I do that.
KRISTIN
We all have our habits and patterns.
00:31:52 MICHELLE
Yes, yes. And that's the story I'd like to share to students, and also with people I’m consulting with, so that they can see I'm a writer, I've, you know, been paid to write, and yet I still have something that I struggle with. So don't feel bad about it. You've got your things. You'll work it through to make it happen. That's what the process is about.
00:32:20 KRISTIN
What are some of the things that you do to sustain yourself as a writer? So to kind of support that energy, that creativity, that kind of commitment to your craft as a writer.
00:32:32 MICHELLE
Drink coffee and eat chocolate.
00:32:34 KRISTIN
Ohh love it.
00:32:36 MICHELLE
I like again, I like to read. I like to talk to people. I like to go to places. Just writing is pouring out, and you have to pour back in. And so keeping in touch with people who value what I do, you know, including some former students that I'm still in contact with. And then collaborating with and staying in contact with people who are doing what I'm doing.
00:33:09 KRISTIN
All forms of nourishment right. So chocolate, coffee, people, events, fun.
MICHELLE
Yeah, yes, yes. Because sitting down, talking about writing is what I think is fun. And people like, what do you do for fun and like, well, that's what I do for my job too, so.
KRISTIN
Yeah.
00:34:31 KRISTIN
A few fortunate people can do that, right--where what you do for fun is also what you do to make a living.
00:33:42 MICHELLE
You know, and honestly, I wish everybody could do that. Yeah. I mean, I see all of the students that have been in my class and you know how good they were at different things, you know, some of them were very mechanically inclined, some very athletically inclined. And, you know, other kids liked math and all the things and, what would the world be like if we looked at our students, said “What are you good at? What can you do? What you love, and how can we help you become better at that so that you can earn a living, take care of your family, and do that?”
00:34:03 KRISTIN
I mean, I think that's what we all want, right? And that's what the education system, in theory at least works towards, but it doesn't always come out that way, theoretically. Well, MICHELLE, it has been a pleasure talking with you today. Thank you so much for joining us on the podcast, How We Write.
MICHELLE
Awesome. Thank you so much for this opportunity.
KRISTIN
Great. Thank you.
 


