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Chicago Style (CMS): Formatting Your Paper
Unlike the other citation styles used at universities (MLA and APA), the Chicago Style of citation requires that the student use either footnotes or endnotes.  Certain academic fields like history or some social science disciplines will require Chicago Style, because the sources used for an argument in these disciplines are considered to be especially important. The typeface should be something readable like Times New Roman and the font size should be no less than 10pt. 
CMS requires that writers document their sources in 2 separate places.  The first place is in either the footnote or endnote.  The other place is in the bibliography, which is placed on its own sheet of paper at the end of a research paper.
If you haven’t used footnotes before, composing them correctly can seem confusing.  Use this handout, which focuses on the overall format of a paper with footnotes or endnotes, along with a second handout we’ve created called Chicago Style: Formatting Footnotes & Bibliography.  This second handout looks more closely at the order within a particular footnote and a bibliography citation.
Your word processor can help!
When you’re writing your research paper and are ready to cite a source for a particular sentence, MS Word has a function that makes creating a footnote or endnote much easier.  With your cursor placed on the spot where you want the footnote number to appear, click References on the toolbar, then look for the Footnote section.  The program then allows you to choose to use either footnotes or endnotes (you’ll have to be consistent in your choice throughout the whole document!), and will insert the correct footnote number in the text.  It will even move your cursor automatically to the footnote or endnote itself, ready for you to fill in the citation information (see our other handout, Chicago Style: Formatting footnotes and bibliography citations, for help on that process).
Footnotes or Endnotes?
Which is better, footnotes or endnotes?  Endnotes appear all together at the end of the document, while footnotes will be at the bottom of every page on which you use a source. While it can be easier on you as the writer to use endnotes, footnotes give readers the ability to immediately contextualize your source instead of flipping to the endnotes. Writing the footnotes at the same time as the paper can also help you keep track of why each quotation and source you are using is important to your paper. Generally, you’ll get to choose between the two, unless your instructor gives you specific instructions.  
Why use footnotes/endnotes?
Footnotes and endnotes allow you to give context for a source without having to move away from your main argument. For example, in disciplines such as philosophy, you may want to refer to a theory that is relevant to your argument but is not the main focus of your paper. You can briefly mention the theory in the body paragraph and explain it a footnote/endnote to help keep your argument clear. Or, in a history paper, you can mention a historical event in your body paragraph and explain the important details in the footnotes/endnotes. 
Footnotes/endnotes give readers the option to read this material at their own convenience, without forcing them off-track from the point you’re making in the main text.  
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Here is a sample page of a paper, complete with footnotes:
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These sample pages are taken directly from the Chicago Manual of Style, 16th edition (2010).

Sample page of a paper: Figure 14.1 
Sample bibliography page: Figure 14.8
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The Birth and Infancy of the tiectrgn I n

the Advancement of Science in 1874 Stoney had already suggested that “Inja-
ture presents us in the phenomenon of electrolysis, with a single definjte
quantity of electricity which is independent of the particular bodies acted
on.”? In 1891 he proposed, “[1]t will be convenient to call [these elcmcmary
charges] electrons.” * Stoney's electrons were permanently attached to atoms;
that is, they could “not be removed from the atom,” and each of them was
“associated in the chemical atom with each bond.” Furthermore, their oscil-
lation within molecules gave rise to “electro magnetic stresses in the sur-
rounding acther.”*

Even though Stoney coined the term “electron,” the representation asso
ciated with that term had several ancestors.’ Key aspects of that representa
tion. most notably the notion of the atomicity of charge, considerably pre-
ceded his proposal. In the period between 1838 and 1851 a British natural
philosopher, Richard Laming, conjectured “the existence of sub-atomic, unit-
charged particles and pictured the atom as made up of a material core sur-
rounded by an ‘electrosphere’ of concentric shells of electrical particles.” » On
the Continent several physicists had made similar suggestions. Those physi
cists attempted to explain electromagnetic phenomena by action-at-a-distance
forces between electrical particles. As an example of the Continental approach
to electrodynamics consider Wilhelm Weber's electrical theory of matter and
ether.” Weber's theory originated in 1846 and continued to evolve till the time
of his death (1891). According to the initial version of that theory, electricity
consisted of two electrical fluids (positive and negative). The interactions of
these fluids were governed by inverse square forces, which were functions of

the Electron (Dublin: Royal Dublin Society, 1993), 5 -28. The introduction of a new term is
an event that can be easily identificd and, thus, provides a convenient starting point for a bio
graphical narrative whose subject is the corresponding representation The appearance of a
new term also signals the birth of a novel concept, whose identity has not yet solidified. Thus.
it is not surprising that in its subsequent development the concept may merge with other re
lated concepts As we will see below, this is what happened i the case of the electron

2. Stoney’s paper was first published in 1881 See G J. Stoney, “On the Physical Units of Na-
ture,” Scientific Proceedings of the Royal Dublin Society, new series, 3 (1881-1883). 54

3. Stoney, “On the Cause of Double Lines,” 583

4. Ibid

5. Note that the biographical approach can also come to grips with the “prehistory” of
the electron’s representation.

6. Kragh, “Concept and Controversy: Jean Becquerel and the Positive Electron,” Centau-
rus, 32 (1989). 205

7. Foran extended discussion of Weber’s program see M. N. Wise, “German Concepts of
Force, Energy, and the Electromagnetic Ether. 1845 - 1880, in Conceptions of Ether: Studies in the
History of Ether Theorics, 1740 1900, G.N. Cantorand M. ] S Hodge (eds ) (Cambridge Cam
bridge Univ Press, 1981), 269 307.esp 276 83
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