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A Guide to Choosing Articles
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NO, it could be any 
general person, 
thing, or group



YES



YES



YES



NO



YES



NO



NO



Does the noun refer to a 
particular person or thing or a 
group of particular people or 



things?



Is the noun countable?



Is the noun preceded by 
a possessive pronoun 
like her or their or a 



demonstrative like this or 
those?



ENTER 
NOUN



Is the noun singular?



Use no article.



Use the.



Use a or an.



Use no article.



Use no article.



EXAMPLES:
my husband, their house, 
his first love, her papers



EXAMPLES:
the interstate, the due 



date, the plan,             
the problem



EXAMPLES:
a dog, an idea,     
a rock, a topic



EXAMPLES:
chairs, emotions, 



facts, fish, 
children



EXAMPLES:
information, love, 



beef, advice
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